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: When she and Lemarti

(left, settling Tacha in
a baby sling for a long
walk in the bush)
met in 2002 Anna, 42,
didn't want more
children, but she
gradually changed her
mind and daughter
Tacha was conceived
just over a year after
the couple married
in 2005. The family
divide their time
between Anna’s
colonial-style house in
Nairobi and the luxury
walking safari camp
they run on the
Laikipia plateau in
Kenya. Despite the
lack of mod cons,

/Anna says: “I'm used

to it and find it very

relaxing. | get more

stressed when we're
in a city, and so does
Tacha, with all the
noise and pollution
and car horns. At the
camp we have 15

iwarriors wherever
‘you go and they're

all amazing with
kids. And Tacha is
such an easy baby”

" sucn an easy baby”
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'Melet, Tacha’s middle
name, means peace in
Samburv and her first name

i

ik

means rain or blessing - and

she has been a complete

c radling her new baby daughter in her arms as she
gazes at the African landscape, Anna Trzebinski
has discovered the true meaning of joy. Her litde girl
is called Tacha — which means “blessing” — and for
Anna that name could not be more apt.

Two years after marrying Samburu warrior
Lovaban Lemard the society fashion designer, whose
celebrity clients include Jemima Khan, Camilla
Parker Bowles and Princess Caroline of Monaco, is
relishing being a new mother.

Anna’s routine is a little different to the kind
most western mothers experience, yet she couldn’t
be happier.

“The only piece of baby equipment I have is a sheer
insect net,” says Anna. “We’re in tents in the bush, we
use long drops for loos and I bathe Tacha in bottled
mineral water because, although we’re on a river, I'm
worried about chemicals in it from a flower farm

upstream.
“Being here in the bush would be taxing for many
new mums and a lot of people could have a sense of

humour failure. But 'm used to it here and find it
very relaxing.”

Tacha’s lightning quick birth on 29 May was the
latest dramatic event in Anna’s extraordinary life and
she says her new baby has brought a sense of peace
and tranquillity she feared she might never again
experience.

Six years ago, her then husband, artist Tonio
Trzebinski, was shot dead on the outskirts of Nairobi
during what she believes was a carjacking. Tonio had
been on his way to visit a Danish woman and the
murder made international headlines because the
womanising Lord Erroll — the inspiration for the
film White Mischi¢f — had been killed in the same area
60 vears previously and newspapers couldn’t resist
making a comparison. Left to bring up her two
children alone — her son Stas is now 15, daughter
Lana is 14 — Anna set about providing for her family.
Today, she has not only transformed her hobby in
fashion into a lucrative international business, but she
has found personal fulfilment again.

.

blessing for the whole family’



“I think we all have a feeling that our family has
been recompleted,” says 42-year-old Anna. “The
picture is whole again. After such a big loss this has
been amazing for my children.

“Tacha has brought a lot of peace. Her middle
name, Melet, means peace and her first name means
rain or blessing in Samburu. She has been a complete
blessing for the whole family.”

Anna, whose stepfather Michael Cunningham-
Reid is the stepson of Lord Delamere, Kenva’s biggest
landowner, grew up on her parents’ farm near
Nairobi and was educated at Tony Blair’s old school,
Edinburgh’s Fettes College, and the London School
of Economics. Her privileged background couldn’t
be more different to that of her 32-year-old husband,
who is known by his last name Lemarti and was
brought up in a manyatla~a cattle camp — on Kenya's
Laikipia plateau.

“It’s an unusual union, not that there aren’t white
women who marrv Samburu men, but I think it’s the
first time a white Kenvan has done it,” explains Anna,
who speaks fluent Swahili. “If I were a city girl, I think
we would have much more difficulty with our
relationship, but T don’t even like being in Nairobi
any more. I've always loved his culture and [ loved it
even before I married him. It's amazing how he can
glide m and out of both our worlds, but he also hasa
very strong identity, without being arrogant, which is
something I'd love our daughter to have.

“We have broken so many rules to be together, but
our families see us building a life together and
having a child and they’re delighted.” »
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Tacha will go to school in Nairobi but wiil also
have “a little posse of Samburu girlfriends... We
want her to be able to bridge both cultures
without feeling uncomfortable or that one is
inferior,” says Anna. Below, Anna and Lemarti on
their wedding day with Stas, now 15 and Lana, 14
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‘Life seems so
meaningless without

children. Now we
would love Tacha to
have a little brother

convinced the baby was a boy, until a scan revealed
Tacha was a girl. Now, we would love Tacha to have a
little brother.”

Tacha’s birth at the Aga Khan Hospital in Nairobi,
took her parents a little by surprise.

“I was worried about the birth, because I’'m older
now and hadn’t done any exercise, and wondered if I
was going to be strong enough to pop this baby out,”
savs Anna. “After agonising about it for ages I finallv
decided to have an elective Caesarean — and that
same night I went into labour, two weeks early. But
the birth was unbelievably easy. Tacha was born
within twvo hours and was out in two pushes.”

Lemarti broke with the traditdons of his Samburu
tribe and staved by Anna’s side as Tacha came into
the world, weighing 61bs 8oz.

Anna explains: “Lemarti had said, ‘T'm sorry, but
in my culture the men are definitely not around
when the woman is giving birth. I will be at the
hospital but I can’t be there with you.' I said, “That’s
absolutely fine, vou must do what you feel.” During
labour I kept saying, ‘You can go now,’ but he said,
‘I'm not leaving you, I have to be here for my baby.’
He was overwhelmed by the whole thing in a really
positive way.”

Anna and Lemarti have taken Tacha to meet his
family at their manyatta and introduced her to her
first taste of Samburu culture, a ritual which involves
passing beads from father to baby.

“Tacha has a grandmother and a great-grand-
mother who are very waditonal. It’s a very beautiful,
peaceful, almost biblical existence.

“Both of us feel we want her to grow up being
aware of both her cultures — her white African and
her black African roots,” savs Anna. “I hopc we’ll set
an example of how to make the most of both worlds.
Both Lemarti and I are strong believers that
wealth isn’t any kind of important thing to achieve.
Happiness, peace of mind and self respect are
much more important. Of course you can’t impose
anvthing on anyone and Tacha might end up
being like Paris Hilton, in which case you can forget
the mud hut!”

While Anna has embraced the Samburu culture,
there is one tradition she has refused to allow Tacha
to be part of.

“It is still traditional for both boys and girls to be
circumcised at ceremonies once they come of age at
13 or 14,” Anna explains. “One of the things we
agreed on was that for a girl that was out of the
question completely and that if we had a son, he
would have the option to either do it in hospital or do
it raditionally.”



In September, Anna, Lemarti and Tacha will
spend several weeks in London and the US selling
her range of African-inspired clothes to private
clients. Her speciality is a hand-woven pashmina,
intricately stitched with African feathers and beads by
her workforce of 130 local women and costing up to
£2,000 each.

For Lemarti, leavmg the beauty and serenity of the
Kenyan bush for the hustle and bustle of western
cities is a huge culture shock.

“He finds it quite soul destroying,” Anna admits.
“We went to New York last November and I saw him
visibly shrink in two weeks. Life there is completely
alien, a total disconnection from anything natural.”

Anna hasn’t taken time off work but has decided
she doesn’t want to hire a nanny for Tacha.

“She’s such an easy baby and I'm sort of slotting
into her life,” says Anna. “I feel Tacha is my little after-
the-event gift and I want to spend every minute m
with her.”
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